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WHAT
WE’RE ALL
ABOUT
The EquiCenter is a non-profit center
that uses a wide range of equine
therapeutic activities to foster the
personal growth and individual
achievement of people with diabili-
ties, veterans, and at-risk youth. 
Our current programs include
Therapeutic Riding, Vaulting,
Hippotherapy and Horsemanship
(Equine-Facilitated Mental Health).
Future plans include the addition 
of Equine-Assisted Psychotherapy,
Carriage Driving, and Canine-
Assisted Therapy.
Riders in our Therapeutic Riding and
Vaulting Programs participate in
structured classes to acquire horse-
manship skills while developing 
flexibility, motor skills, balance, 
muscle coordination, strength, and
increased self-esteem and confi-
dence. Our Hippotherapy Program
utilizes the multidimensional move-
ment of the horse to provide a unique
and motivating physical therapy.
These sessions are instructed by
licensed therapists who are also 
certified by the American
Hippotherapy Association.
Participants in our Horsemanship
Program learn experientially by
working directly with horses. In this
mostly non-riding program, partci-
pants develop personal responsibility,
relationship and communication
skills, an appreciation for teamwork,
self-discipline, and trust. Through
their activities, participants develop a
sense of purpose as they help care
for horses who are in turn caring for
individuals with disabilities.

For more information about
EquiCenter programming and 
ways to get involved, write to 
info@equicenterny.org or 
call 585.624.7777. 

We are extremely happy to share with you this fifth anniversary issue of the EquiCenter
Post.  As the EquiCenter enters its sixth year of programming, we feel it is important to
take a moment to reflect on our remarkable journey as an organization.  What a ride it
has been!  It seems like just yesterday that we assessed the community’s need for the
therapeutic equestrian programs we were proposing.  With the support of many well-
respected community leaders, many of whom now serve on our Board of Directors
and Advisory Board, we embarked upon the creation of the EquiCenter with hopes to
create life-changing experiences for people with disabilities and at-risk youth.  Much
beyond our wildest expectations and business model forecast, the EquiCenter had a
lengthy waiting list of people seeking our therapeutic equestrian services just six
months following our pilot program.

At this fifth anniversary of the EquiCenter, we  cannot help but think of so many of the
wonderful, life-changing moments we have shared with participants, their families, 
volunteers and the community as a whole.  There was the joyful and exciting morning
when the parents of Cailin, a six-year old girl with global developmental delays, 
emotionally announced that upon approaching the EquiCenter, Cailin spoke her first
word, “horse.”  Our hearts continue to burst with pride over Justin’s and Joe’s 
equestrian gold medals at the Special Olympics. There were Deb’s tears of joy as 
she rode again as part of her recovery from a stroke.  We were all also very proud 
of Monte, a Hillside Children’s Center resident, when she graduated from the
Horsemanship Program to become a volunteer assisting riders in the therapeutic riding
program.  And the list of special moments goes on.  Our newest program, Horses for
Heroes, has already proven to be inspirational and moving, as we begin saluting our
country’s veterans with programs addressing both physical and emotional needs.

The overwhelming success of the last five years are certainly due to the hard work
from many dedicated volunteers, staff and horses.  It is with great sadness that we
must also acknowledge the contributions of those who are no longer with us.  We are
eternally grateful to our founding Board Member, devoted volunteer and dearest friend
Peg Jacobson.   We will never forget the smiles and enthusiasm of one of our first 
riders, Eli.  And it is with great pride that we recall the contributions of our all-time
favorite pony Rupert Bear and the wonderful horse Kiva, who played such important
roles in enabling EquiCenter participants to achieve their goals.  

And the EquiCenter’s future is exciting indeed, as we have recently purchased an
incredible 178-acre horse farm less than a mile from the original property.  The 
purchase of the new William and Mildred Levine Ranch was made possible with an
incredibly generous gift from the Levine Family.  Their support and commitment to 
the EquiCenter was combined with the generosity of Deb and Dennis Petrisak who sold
their dream farm to the EquiCenter at a greatly reduced price.  The shared commitment
of these individuals to help improve the lives of others in this community has helped to
secure the EquiCenter’s future while creating a legacy for both families.  Their generosity
combined with the continued commitment and support of the community, fill our
thoughts of the next five years with excitement and a feeling that anything is possible! 

We are proud to be a Premier
Accredited Center of the North
American Riding for the Handicapped
Association (NARHA).
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HORSES 
FOR 
HEROES

Reynolds with side walkers Stirlin Harris (Vietnam Veteran) and William J. Ferguson II (Retired
Air Force) and Rayne, a 15 year-old therapy horse donated to the EquiCenter by Harris.

When William Reynolds came home with
a shattered leg from his duty in Iraq—the
bone in fragments, the arteries and veins
reattached through surgery—he was fully
prepared for a regimen of arduous physical
therapy. What he didn’t expect was Rayne:
a Percheron-Cross horse at the EquiCenter
who has become a part of his recovery. 

For the past five years, the Equicenter has
provided therapeutic equestrian activities
which benefit individuals with disabilities,
veterans, at-risk youth, and their families.
Horseback riding is a progressive form of
therapy serving as an effective tool for
improving muscle stimulation, strength,
coordination, flexibility, posture and bal-
ance.  In addition to these physical benefits,
equestrian activities increase communica-
tion, social and organizational skills, and
enhance self-confidence, responsibility,
teamwork and relationship-building. The
EquiCenter is now applying these same
equestrian therapies to help America’s
wounded veterans—people like Reynolds. 

While serving in Iraq, Reynolds was
severely injured when one of the men in
his squad stepped on a mine.  The explo-
sion almost took off Reynolds’ arm and
leg, but quick medical response saved his
life.  Will was the first veteran to participate
in the EquiCenter’s new therapeutic horse-
back riding pilot program called Horses for
Heroes, fittingly launched on Veteran’s
Day in November of 2009.  While it is costly

Winston Churchill, “There is something
about the outside of a horse that is good
for the inside of a man.”  Many veterans
suffer from Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD) and depression in addi-
tion to their painful physical wounds.
Riding provides a positive outlet - some-
thing to look forward to - and assists in
healing the affects of wartime trauma. 

Will, a retired U.S. Army captain, husband
and new father, graduated this year with 
a double degree from the University of
Rochester’s Simon School of Business.  No
stranger to hard work, Reynolds was sur-
prised by the ways he benefits from the
emotional and physical partnership with
the horse, something that is not experi-
enced in traditional therapy.  “I’ve been
recovering for a while,” he says. “And I’m
always finding ways I can compensate and
deal in a better way with my injuries.
Riding is one of those ways.”

Reynolds currently serves as an EquiCenter
ambassador and liaison to the veteran
community.  The EquiCenter is confident
that the Horses for Heroes program will
provide Will, and other veterans like him,
with the healing they greatly deserve.

to provide this service to veterans, the
EquiCenter does not intend to charge
veterans for the program.  “We want to
give something back to those who have
given so much,” says Jonathan
Friedlander, who founded the EquiCenter
along with his wife Stacy.  The EquiCenter
hopes to support and expand program-
ming through fundraising efforts to
reach more veterans throughout west-
ern New York. Initial funding for Horses
for Heroes was received from the
Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation.

Therapeutic equestrian activities provide
many benefits for wounded veterans such
as Reynolds.  A horse’s pelvis is struc-
tured and moves much like a human’s.
Therefore, horseback riding simulates
the rhythm and form of the human gait.
This allows a rider to strengthen core
muscles and improve balance.  The
pressure-relieving posture of sitting on
a horse also serves to alleviate pain that
many wounded veterans experience
from wearing prosthetics.  

Emotional healing is as important a
benefit of therapeutic equestrian activities
as the physical healing.  In the words of

NARHA & NYSHHAP
The EquiCenter is one of only two
therapeutic equestrian centers in 
New York State to receive both accred-
itation from the North American
Riding for Handicapped Association
(NARHA) as a Premier Accredited
Center and the New York State Horse
Health Assurance Program (NYSH-
HAP).  The other therapeutic equestrian

center with this recognition is located
in Verona, New York.

NARHA is the governing body for
therapeutic equestrian centers in the
United States and Canada, fostering
safe, professional, ethical and 
therapeutic equine activities through
education, communication, 
standards and research for people
with and without disabilities.  It sets
thestandards for the “industry” in 

terms of program safety, instructor
preparedness, facility maintenance
and horse care.  NYSHHAP is a New
York State Department of Agriculture
and Markets certification program
designed to promote and teach a 
pro-active approach to equine health,
care, and welfare through the use of
certain “best management practices”
and to recognize exceptionally 
managed equine operations.

VETERANS FIND HEALING ON HORSEBACK
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It has been written that “He who saves a life saves the world entire.”  In the years to
come, the Rochester area will witness just how many lives Bill Levine will have saved
with the most generous gift he recently made to the EquiCenter.  In 2008 and 2009, Mr.
Levine and the Trustees of the William and Mildred Levine Foundation expressed their
desire to make an “organization-changing” gift to the EquiCenter.  Their commitment
of $1.5 million was certainly transforming and truly life changing in the process.

In 2005, the EquiCenter began its first full year of providing therapeutic equestrian 
programming to people with disabilities, at-risk youth and their families at the 23-acre
ABC Farm in Mendon owned by Anthony Conti.  Conti loved what the EquiCenter was
doing for people in the community, and he and his daughter Barbara offered the
newly-created nonprofit use of their land, barn and indoor riding arena at no expense.  

After two years of this unique and generous arrangement, Conti passed away at the
age of 95.  The EquiCenter was now faced with a dire situation: a developer and a 
private individual were both interested in buying what had become the EquiCenter’s
bustling home.  Soon after, Roger Gardner from the Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation
visited the EquiCenter on a Saturday morning to watch lessons.  After watching some
young riders, Gardner shared with a smile on his face his intention to help the
EquiCenter buy the property.  And the Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation did just that.

The day was saved. However, it was evident from early on that the EquiCenter was
going to quickly outgrow its newly-acquired home.  As word of the EquiCenter and its
early successes was spreading, the number of people in need being added to waiting
lists was growing.  New organizations and private individuals seeking the EquiCenter’s
therapeutic equestrian services were contacting the EquiCenter at a rate that far 
out-paced the staff’s (two- and four-legged) ability to provide services.  It became 
obvious that as the demand for EquiCenter programs grew, the EquiCenter’s physical
and organizational capacity to serve needed to expand as well.

And so the search began for land that would eventually become the future site of the
EquiCenter.  It was a bold and often daunting undertaking, being fueled by a clear
understanding that a larger, all-weather facility would simply translate into assisting
more of the individuals who were on program waiting lists.  This realization, however,
was delicately balanced with the fact that the EquiCenter did not have the resources to
take this necessary step.

Enter Bill Levine….

With a shared vision in the EquiCenter’s
mission to help individuals reach their full
potential, Bill Levine and the members of
the Levine Foundation fully embraced the
challenge, enabling the EquiCenter to

Bill Levine with an oak tree planted in his honor.

THE CHOSEN PLACE
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begin a search in earnest for what would become the William and Mildred Levine
Ranch. The Levine’s generosity set a series of events in motion that has made it clear
that providence was at work. 

With the Levine’s generous support and commitment, the EquiCenter staff began 
identifying land suitable to begin the ambitious and arduous process of creating the
future EquiCenter.  The search began for approximately 75-100 acres that would lend
itself to becoming horse pasture, barns, riding arenas, classrooms and therapy rooms.
All this while still remaining easily accessible to EquiCenter participants coming from
such places as the Golisano Children’s Hospital, Al Sigl Center, Hillside Family of
Agencies, Norman Howard School, the Association for Blind and Visually Impaired, and
as far away as Syracuse.  It was also important to continue to be close to the
EquiCenter’s growing and vital volunteer base.  Never could the EquiCenter have 
imagined the story that was about to unfold less than a mile down the road.

One of the many properties identified in the broad search was a spectacular 178-acre
horse farm known for raising champion thoroughbred race horses owned by Deb and
Dennis Petrisak.  Initially, the Petrisaks were not looking to sell the farm they had
poured their hearts and souls into for 20 years.  And so, the search continued….
However, six months later, and out-of-the blue, the Petrisaks reached out to the
EquiCenter stating that they had in fact decided to move and wanted their beloved
Langpap Farm to become the new EquiCenter.  Thus began five months of discussions
exploring how the EquiCenter could manage to purchase these 178 acres of pristine
horse pasture, trails, barns, an indoor riding arena, over two miles of fencing, all the
necessary farm equipment, a house and an ideal location less than a mile from its 
original facility.  In the end, an agreement was made because of the Petrisaks’ firm
belief in the EquiCenter’s mission to help others, their desire to have their horse farm
remain a functioning equestrian facility, and their extreme generosity to sell their farm
to the EquiCenter for substantially less than its appraised value. 

While there is still much work to be done at the new Levine Ranch, the future of the
EquiCenter is filled with excitement, opportunity and endless potential.  Yes, there will be 
a capital campaign to construct a large heated indoor riding arena complex, and it will be
necessary to raise funds to help sustain the EquiCenter's therapeutic equestrian programs.

But for now one need only gaze at the
expanse of the new property to appreciate
just how much has transpired in the
course of the EquiCenter’s short five
years.  This bold journey of expansion,
inspired by the wisdom of Bill Levine and
the generosity of the Levine Foundation,
has truly been “organization changing.”
One cannot help but believe this was
meant to be, and as the local Seneca
Native Americans refer to Canandaigua
as the “Chosen Place,” so too does the
EquiCenter family believe the newly
acquired William and Mildred Levine
Ranch is indeed its own chosen place.

Dennis & Deb Petrisak with one of their 
champion thoroughbreds.

16771 KB NEWSLTR R1:EQ Post  7/7/10  11:30 AM  Page 6



6

NOVEMBER 2005 
Gandhi has said, “Be the change you wish to see in the world.”
The therapeutic horseback riding program at the EquiCenter in
Mendon has been just that change for us, enriching not only the
life of our daughter who has special needs but also the lives of
our family as a whole.

Our daughter, Cailin, was born with global developmental
delays.  She is nonverbal, has respiratory immune deficiencies
and exhibits many characteristics similar to children with autism.
Cailin uses sign language and a communication device to
express her needs.  She is six years old, and attends first grade.
Daily we work on communication and life skills.  There are times
we worry about the future, but then we reflect on how beautiful
life is and how simple it can be: Cailin is a beautiful treasure in
our lives.

From our experiences with her, we knew it was important that
we expose Cailin to programs that would help fulfill the simplest
targets for her, that she have realistic and achievable goals, and
that the programs were well-suitable and safe.  Cailin has always
had an affinity for animals, and we thought she would benefit
from an animal assisted therapy program, but the few programs
we found considered Cailin neither the right size or age to participate.

Then we discovered the EquiCenter and the remarkable 
programs it offers that extend well beyond the fences. We are
grateful to Stacy and Jonathan Friedlander for starting this 
program, as they have a true passion and desire to help improve
the lives of others.  The EquiCenter involves many volunteers
and long hours. When we watch Cailin ride each week, we
observe the empowerment within the participants, the horses
and the volunteers.  Cailin knows the day of her lesson, and she
signs and now says “horse” as we drive up to the barn!  We
hope her verbal skills will continue to develop.  As parents, we
have seen improvement in Cailin’s communication skills since
beginning riding lessons.  Cailin now uses two to three signs
when expressing herself and she attempts to verbalize the 
horses’ names.  Her teachers have noted an improvement in
attention and behavior, as well as an increase in imaginative
play.  There has also been improvement in Cailin’s posture and
balance.  

Cailin has one older brother and two younger sisters.  As a family
of six, we firmly believe in encouraging and supporting one
another in each individual’s endeavors.  The EquiCenter has
received all of us with open arms.  To see Cailin’s siblings smiling
and cheering her on, meeting other participants as well as volun-
teers, and interacting with the horses allows us, as a family, to
share in a caring and diverse community.  Best of all, the
EquiCenter is Cailin’s ‘island of competence’ in what is often a
confusing world.  At the EquiCenter, Cailin is abled and confi-
dent.

The EquiCenter is not under the umbrella of a parent organiza-
tion, and therefore must sustain itself financially. We think it is
very important to share our story about this terrific place not
only for Cailin’s sake, but for all who currently benefit from its
programs and for those not yet fortunate enough to be part 
of its programming.  We need to help the EquiCenter grow,
flourish, and become a stable fixture in our community. 

JANUARY 2010
We often take for granted the many miracles that occur in our
daily lives.  Simplicity is deceiving.  It is hard to believe that it
has been five years since we first wrote our story about Cailin.
Cailin is now eleven years old.  The simple act of riding a horse
remains a magical experience.  Cailin now sits straight and tall in
the saddle, responds to directions, talks to staff, volunteers, and
– of course – Angel, her horse.  So simple. 

But, not really.  Throughout her lifetime, Cailin has used a picture
exchange system, sign language, finger spelling, a Dynavox (a
small computer that Cailin types into that can then ‘speak’ what
she has typed), single words, and, only recently, full sentences 
to communicate.  Cailin’s verbal skills continue to develop, still
when she is riding is one of the moments they are best.  She
now greets staff and volunteers by name.  She knows the names
of the horses and will make comments such as “So cute!, Get
set, Go!” and “Tonight is horseback riding!” 

In school, Cailin has progressed from a student who communi-
cated through nonverbal, pointing responses to a student who is
reading short chapter books out loud, spelling at grade level and
learning to play the harp.

CAILIN’S
JOURNEY

2005
A PARENTS’ PERSPECTIVE ON
GROWTH AND ACHIEVEMENT
BY STUART AND JEAN MACKENZIE
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STRONG STRIDES PROGRAM
EquiCenter and Department of Pediatrics, Golisano Children’s Hospital Join
Forces to Improve the Lives of Families Coping with Pediatric Cancer 

When a child is diagnosed with cancer, 
a family’s life is forever changed. As the
child’s treatment begins, parents are work-
ing to support the child undergoing treat-
ment. Often, siblings’ needs are deferred
or unaddressed due to the complex 
medical and emotional needs of the affected
child. While medical interventions have
increased the survival of many youth,
there is a growing awareness that long-
term survival from pediatric cancer 
frequently creates psychosocial challenges
for every family member. The psychoso-
cial impact of pediatric cancer can be just
as devastating as the medical condition
and the two cannot be considered 
separately. The psychosocial effects are
wide-ranging from post-traumatic stress 
to learning disabilities to social isolation. 

Locally, the Strong Strides Program
offered by the EquiCenter, a therapeutic
equine-assisted interventions center in
Mendon, NY, is a creative response to 
the stress experienced by families who 
are coping with pediatric cancer. Together,
the EquiCenter and members of the
Department of Pediatrics, Golisano
Children’s Hospital are developing Strong
Strides, an expanded version of the
Surviving Cancer Competently
Intervention Program (SCCIP). SCCIP is an
evidence-based intervention developed by
cancer specialists at Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia (CHOP). The SCCIP intervention
encourages families to reframe cancer-
related beliefs and consequences in a 
positive context and aims to promote 
individual and family coping and improve
family functioning. Strong Strides is 
using therapeutic equestrian activities 
to reinforce the strategies learned in the
SCCIP intervention.

Strong Strides was recently funded by 
the Pediatric Links with the Community
(PLC) Grant Program and the Community
Pediatrics Advisory Council. The program
goals will be accomplished by coupling
the SCCIP intervention with the equine-
assisted therapies at the EquiCenter.  
This promising program is designed to
increase a family’s ability to survive and
thrive by enhancing an evidence-based
intervention with the addition of equestrian
therapeutic activities. While traditionally
noted for the physical benefits, therapeutic
equine activities also provide a novel

experience to foster personal growth,
increase sense of dignity and self-worth,
and break down communication barriers
among family members. Beyond the 
benefits for families, we anticipate the
Strong Strides experience will increase
pediatric residents and health care teams’
understanding of pediatric medical trauma
on patients and families by exploring 
alternative methods of treatment for 
various illnesses and disabilities beyond
the hospital or clinic setting. 

To date anecdotal evidence regarding 
the benefits of equine assisted therapeutic
intervention abound. This grant creates an
opportunity to explore the use of differing
equine-assisted interventions and gather
data documenting the benefits of a new
therapeutic modality. Pediatrics is moving
into the community in a powerful way in
this collaborative project with the
EquiCenter. 

In addition to working with children who
have serious/life-threatening conditions,
the EquiCenter serves youth with develop-
mental disabilities or at-risk for poor devel-
opmental outcomes due to environmental
factors, including poverty and violence.
The EquiCenter provides a variety of 
therapeutic equestrian activities ranging
from riding to horsemanship that help
children and their families cope. Over 
80 kids and adults are served weekly with
a growing waiting list. The EquiCenter is
expanding to meet this demand while
seeking funds to supplement the costs 
of the programs. 

Currently participants are charged 20% 
of the actual cost of a session, while the
balance is raised through fundraising,
grants, and donations. Recently, the
Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation
awarded funding for Horses for Heroes, 
a grant to provide services to veterans
returning from Afghanistan and Iraq. You
can help further this effort by donating
your time as a volunteer, helping
fundraise, or donating horses and/or rid-
ing equipment. For more information, 
contact Jonathan Friedlander, Stacy
Friedlander or Christel Parker at 
(585) 624-7777. Or visit the website 
at www.equicenterny.org.

Written by: Susan Taylor-Brown, Ph.D., M.P.H, A.C.S.W.
Clinical Professor of Pediatrics, Golisano Children's Hospital,
EquiCenter Volunteer

Cailin has received both physical therapy
and occupational therapy over the years.
With therapy and riding, her posture, 
balance, and core body strength have
improved.  Cailin’s independence has
improved as well!  She knows her way
around the EquiCenter.  Cailin will gather
up her tack and other equipment before
she rides and put it away when she is
done.  Prior to a lesson, Cailin will check
in on the horses in their stalls with a little
bit of conversation. 

Albert Einstein once said, “All that is 
valuable in human society depends upon
the opportunity for development accorded
the individual.”  We have experienced the
wonder of watching Cailin grow beyond
all expectation.  Siblings, family members,
friends, teachers, and all those who have
been a part of our life have contributed 
to Cailin’s success.  The EquiCenter has,
without a doubt, been a core component
of Cailin’s development physically, educa-
tionally, and emotionally.

Over the past five years, the EquiCenter
has provided Cailin with opportunities to
build relationships (with both people and
horses!), as well as to extend herself
physically and emotionally to better
achieve her potential.  The competence
Cailin has attained through riding at the
Equicenter positively impacts upon all
other areas of her life.  

As members of the EquiCenter community,
we support staff and volunteers in their
continued efforts to provide individuals
the opportunity for development.  We
look forward to our next five years and
the wonders they will bring….

Simple.

2010
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ANGEL 14.2 hands
18 yrs. liver chestnut Morgan mare
Former show horse and 4-H mount
Owned by the Drennen Family

MISS BAILEY 15.3 hands
17 yrs. warm-blood mare
Former dressage horse
Donated by Junko Mills

BUDDY 32.5 inches
11 yrs. grey & white American Miniature
Horse gelding, donated by Kateland
Farms 

DUTCHESS 17 hands
13 yrs. bay Percheron Cross mare
Former trail horse
Owned by Jeann & Russ Phillips

GRAFFITI 16.2 Hand
20 year grey, German Warmblood, gelding
Former jumper and dressage horse
Owned by Alyssa DeWitt-Paul

HARLEY 16 hands
11 yrs. grey Irish Draught gelding
Former hunter/jumper
Donated by Hollis Angus

ANGEL GRAFFITIMISS BAILEY

SAMMY MR. TIBBS TUX

KATIEHICKORY

MIKEY & BUDDY 

HARLEY OPIE RAYNE

ZEUS

8

OUR EQUINE STAFF
HICKORY 13.3 hands
14 yrs. chestnut Haflinger gelding
Former 4-H mount
Purchased by the Kiwanis Club of Brighton
on behalf of the EquiCenter

KATIE 16.2 hands
24 yrs. red roan Clydesdale mare
Former family trail horse

MIKEY 31 inches
19 yrs. Pinto American Miniature Horse
gelding, donated by Kateland Farms 

OPIE 15.1 hand
21 year bay, grade gelding
Former pony club & eventing mount
Owned by the Dreste Family

RAYNE 16.2 hands
16 yrs. Grulla Percheron Quarter 
Horse gelding
Former fox hunter
Donated by Stirlin and Beth Harris

SAMANTHA 14.2 hands
30 yrs Grade Mare
Former Hunter Horse
Donated by Guy Kaplan

SAMMY 14.2 hands
14 yrs. paint gelding
Former show and trail horse
Owned by Kathy Bies

MR. TIBBS 16 hands
9 yrs. paint Belgian Cross gelding
Former fox hunter and trail horse
Donated by Sharon and Chip Presutti

TUX 15.2 hands
17 yrs. chestnut Quarter Horse gelding
Former trail and parade horse
Donated by the family of Al Kober

ZEUS 16.3 hands
13 yrs. grey Percheron gelding
Retired Monroe County Sheriff’s Mounted
Patrol horse

SAMANTHA

KIVA

DUTCHESS

KIVA
1990- 2009

Following a successful show hunter career,
Kiva consistently and skillfully provided 
lessons to many students at EquiCenter. He
quickly became a favorite among students,
volunteers and instructors.  His kind and faith-
ful nature are missed by all who knew him.
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UNITED FOR SUCCESS!
This was the third year the EquiCenter participated as 
a donor-designated agency in the United Way of Greater
Rochester’s campaigns.  We are thrilled to see the outpouring
of community support, and look forward to even more 
success in years to come.  The EquiCenter’s United Way donor-
designation is 2420.  Additionally, the EquiCenter continues to
participate in the State Employees Federated Appeal (SEFA)
as a donor-designated agency, and we can only hope for equal
success in this campaign.  Our SEFA donor-designation is 85-723.

Thank you to all who have chosen to give to the EquiCenter!
We are grateful for your continued support during these 
campaigns, especially in these challenging financial times.

EQUICENTER 
ADOPT-A-HORSE 
PROGRAM
The EquiCenter’s ability to serve both current and new 
participants relies upon the superior health and well-being 
of our therapy horses. The EquiCenter’s Adopt-A-Horse program
is the perfect way to directly support the EquiCenter therapy
horses who bring hope and healing to people with disabilities,
veterans and at-risk youth.  The connection between horse 
and rider is unique and quite powerful; however, this physical and
mental interaction is only beneficial if the horse is healthy and
content.  A sick, injured or discontent horse literally results in
individuals in need going without much needed services during
the horse’s recovery period, assuming the horse is able to recover.
By “adopting” one of the EquiCenter’s therapy horses, you will
help provide essential care, such as feed, bedding, and 
veterinary, dental and farrier services.

Adoption can be made for:
$3,000 Care of a Therapy Horse for One Year
$1,500 Care of a Therapy Horse for 6 Months
$750 Care of a Therapy Horse for 3 Months
$250 Care of a Therapy Horse for 1 Month
$100 Feed for a Therapy Horse for 1 Month
$10 Help the Herd Fund
$ Other Amount

Your adoption will entitle you or the person you are gifting:
• A certificate of adoption and photo of the therapy horse 
you have adopted.

• An opportunity to meet and groom your adopted therapy 
horse and observe your horse helping improve people’s lives!

Our herd of very special horses provides the foundation upon
which our therapeutic programming rests.  Your support will
help the EquiCenter horses provide therapeutic activities to our
community’s children and adults in need of our services.

To adopt a therapy horse or give the gift of an adoption, please
use the donor envelope inserted in this newsletter.  

VOLUNTEERS

IN MEMORY

BILL REMLEY 1940-2010 
GENTLEMAN, HORSEMAN, FRIEND

EquiCenter’s corps of more than 200 volunteers directly 
change the lives of our participants and horses.  Every 
volunteer contribution, from barn to office, plays a critical role
in serving EquiCenter participants and making our therapeutic
programs such a success.  Our volunteers generously lend
their time and skills in so many invaluable ways, truly making
the achievement of the EquiCenter’s fifth anniversary possible.

Indeed, volunteers play a crucial role in the EquiCenter’s ability
to provide physical and emotional healing for so many people
in need throughout our community.  But did you know that 
the act of volunteering may actually bestow the same health
benefits onto you?  A new survey released in April 2010 by
UnitedHealthcare and VolunteerMatch, a national nonprofit
dedicated to strengthening communities by helping great 
people and great causes connect, found that 84 percent of 
volunteers surveyed agreed that volunteering improves 
physical health and 95 percent agreed that volunteering also
improves emotional health.  Additionally, 96 percent of 
volunteers agreed that volunteering makes people happier.  

If you would like to make a difference in the lives of others,
donate the gift of your time to the EquiCenter with lessons,
around the barn, at the office, or with fundraising events,
please contact us at info@equicenterny.org or (585) 624-7777.
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS
ASCOT PICNIC NIGHT 
AT WALNUT HILL 2009
For 38 years, Pittsford Carriage Association
has staged what has become an event 
of grand proportions. The EquiCenter has
benefitted from the generosity of the
recently deceased Bill Remley and his wife
Susie, owners of Walnut Hill Farm where
the show takes place.  For the past five
years, Bill and Susie generously supported
the EquiCenter vision by donating half of
the ticket sales from Ascot Picnic Night 
festivities. 

2009 TEN UGLY 
MEN FESTIVAL
What began as little more than a keg
party in 1989, the Ten Ugly Men Festival,
with live music by noteworthy bands,
unlimited food and beverages, and
unique entertainment, has grown into 
one of Rochester’s signature events.  
This festival not only wants to provide 
its diverse crowd of festival-goers with 
a great time relaxing at Genesee Valley
Park, but equally seeks to create a sense
of community and caring by donating the
proceeds from admission to deserving
charitable organizations.  The EquiCenter
was chosen as a recipient of the 20th

anniversary festival, receiving $7,500 in
valuable program funding.

Please show your support for the
EquiCenter and other charities by attending
the 2010 Ten Ugly Men Festival on 
July 24th.

1ST ANNUAL 
FALL GOLF CLASSIC
On the beautiful afternoon of September
21st, over one hundred golfers teed off
at Bristol Harbor Golf Course in support
of the first annual EquiCenters Fall Golf
Classic, generating nearly $20,000 for the
EquiCenter’s therapeutic programs.  

This first-year tournament not only had
an impressive turnout of golfers, but
equally featured the generous support 
of forty sponsors. The scramble format
tournament was followed by dinner and
a live auction “called” by one of
EquiCenter’s founding board members,
Howie Jacobson.

Thank you to all who participated to make
this a huge success -- and be sure to mark
your calendars and join us on September
20, 2010 for the second annual EquiCenter
Fall Golf Classic at Bristol Harbor Golf
Course. 

4TH ANNUAL FIVE
STAR BANK
EQUITRAILS EVENT
The 4th Annual EquiTrails trail trial event
in 2009, organized by a committee led by
Marie McNabb, offered both horse and
rider the opportunity to face eleven
unique obstacles on the beautiful
Davidson Knoll Farm, owned by Lisa &
Peter Sykes.  The EquiTrails committee
and their fantastic crew of additional 
volunteers made this day truly memo-
rable for all the participants and specta-
tors while raising more than $20,000 in
funding for EquiCenter programming.
The EquiCenter would like to extend its
gratitude to Lisa and Peter Sykes for 
graciously hosting the EquiTrails event at
Davidson Knoll Farm throughout all four
years of this event.

MACKENZIE-CHILDS
The EquiCenter has benefitted from a
wonderful collaboration with central New
York’s very own style saavy ceramics and
home furnishings producer, Mackenzie-
Childs.  In October 2009, the EquiCenter

was chosen as the featured partner of the
Mackenzie-Childs Fall Festival event and
15% of all the sales in their Aurora, New
York store were donated to the
EquiCenter.  During this festival, raffle 
tickets for a limited edition “Lots of Dots”
Mackenzie-Childs rocking horse, valued at
$5,000, were sold in additional support of
EquiCenter programs.  This rocking horse
was the second donation of its kind to the
EquiCenter by Mackenzie-Childs.

In a continued partnership with Mackenzie-
Childs this spring, the EquiCenter partici-
pated as a sponsor of a bench in Benches
on Parade, the community arts project
featuring approximately 120 benches 
decorated by area artists that will raise
money for local non-for-profits. The
EquiCenter bench features Mackenzie-
Childs’ artisan Melissa Littlejohn’s 
representation of the EquiCenter mission.
With much of Mackenzie-Childs’ world
renown art and craft inspired by the beauty
of our region’s spectacular landscapes, 
it was a natural fit that this bench 

The EquiCenter

Second Annual 

Fall Golf Classic

A fundraiser to benefit the EquiCenter’s 
therapeutic programs for people with 
disabilities, veterans and at-risk youth

September 20, 2010

at Bristol Harbour 

Golf Course

Presented by

1:00pm Shotgun Start

Single Player $190

Foursome $760

Includes Lunch, GPS-equipped
golf cart, Golf and Dinner

For more information or 
to register, please visit us at 
www.equicenterny.org 

Sponsorship 

Opportunities 

Gold Sponsor:  $2,500
Gold Lunch Sponsor 
Gold Dinner Sponsor 
Gold Water Sponsor 
Gold 19th Hole Sponsor 
Silver Sponsor:  $1,000
Tee Sponsor:  $500
Hole Sponsor:  $250
Program Sponsor:  $100

Sponsorship due by August 15, 2010
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Max Adler Foundation

Admar Supply Company

AirTran

Alleson Athletic

Allyn’s Creek Foundatin, Inc.

Ames-Amzalak Foundation

Auction Direct USA

Charles J. & Burton S. August Family 

Foundation

Auto Solutions

B. Thomas Golisano Foundation

Bartholomew Health Care Group

Best Times Financial Planning, Inc.

Bevel Saddalry Lmt.

Bill Wahl’s Microcreamery

Bit of Britain

Brimstone Consulting Group

Bristol Harbour Resort

Brite Computers

Buffalo Sabres Foundation

Canandaigua National Bank and Trust

Canfield Vet

Chamberlain D’Amanda

Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation

Clark Patterson Lee Design Professionals

Cole & Parks

Commercial Facility Solutions

Constellation Wines U.S., Inc.

Cornell’s Jewelers

Cornell/Weinstein Family Foundation

Costanza Family Foundation

Countrymax

Crosby Brownlie

Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation

Davenport-Hatch Foundation

David & Sybil Yurman Humanitarian 

& Arts Foundation

Deprez Travel

Diva Trucking

Dixon Schwabl 

Durst Image Technology

Federated Clover Investment Advisors

Fiddlehead Concepts Catering

Finger Lakes Thoroughbred Adoption 

First Niagara Risk Management Group

Five Star Bank

Five Star Equipment

Gannett Foundation

Genesee Regional Bank

Genesee Valley Equine Clinic, LLC

George Baker Architects

Good Spirits Wine & Liquor

Gordon & Chodak, CPAs, PC

Griffin Insulation

Halcyon Hill Foundation

Hank Parkers Party & Tent Rental

Hanson Aggregate

The Harbor Financial Group

Heineman Foundation

Heron Hill Winery

Horizon Group

HSBC Bank, USA

Humane Society of Rochester and 

Monroe County

Jackson Welding Supply

John Betlem Heating & Cooling

Junior League of Rochester Garden Club

KB Graphics, Inc.

K & H Group at Merrill Lynch

Kenlou Foundation

Kiwanis Club of Brighton

Lakeland Equipment

LeChase Construction

Ralph G. & Wilma J. Maibaum 

Foundation

Mann’s Jewelers

Marketplace Suzuki

MacKenzie-Childs

Mendon Meadows Market

Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co

Merzbach Law Office, P.C.

M&T Charitable Foundation

Midtown Athletic Club

Mitchell-Nagel & Associates

New Energy Works Timberframers

Nutramax Laboratories, Inc.

Nutrena

Parelli Natural Horsemanship

Park Avenue Bike Shop

Paychex

Pediatric Links with the Community

Penfield Rotary Club

Pheasant Hill Farm

Pittsford Carriage Association

POV – Rose Films, Inc.

The Polisseni Foundation

Ralph & Wilma Maibaum Fnd.

Razak Associates

Rochester Area Community Foundation

Rochester Automobile Dealers Assoc.

Rochester Women’s Charitable Society

Rochester Press-Radio Club

Ronald McDonald House Charities 

of Rochester, NY

Rush Lions Club

Saints & Sinners

S.E. Baker & Company

Donald B. Shaw, Jr. Charitable Trust

Solius Web Solutions

Spezio Property Services

Stuart Horse Trials

Ten Ugly Men Foundation

The Red Barn

Townline Truck & Trailer

Uniform Village

VP Supply Corp.

William P. & Abigail Roberts Van 

Wagenen Fund

Victor Excavating & Landscape

Webster Stables

Wegmans Food Markets

John F. Wegman Fund

Wm. B. Morse Lumber Co.

Elaine P. & Richard U. Wilson Foundation

Marie C. & Joseph C. Wilson Foundation

Van Bortel Ford

VirtualScopics 

Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP

Weatherbeta, U.S.A.

Zaretsky & Associates Landscaping & Design

Additional thanks to the individual 
donors too numerous to list.

FOUNDATION AND CORPORATE SPONSORS

PARTICIPATING
AGENCIES AND
AFFILIATIONS
The Advocacy Center
Al Sigl Center
The ARC of Monroe County
Association for the Blind & Visually 

Impaired – Goodwill
BOCES
CP Rochester
Cazenovia College
Continuing Developmental Services
Easter Seals of New York
Epilepsy Foundation
Golisano Children’s Hospital
Hillside Family of Agencies
Humane Society at Lollypop Farm
Maxwell School of Public 

Administration – Syracuse University
Monroe Community College
MS Society
Nazareth College Department of 

Health Science & Physical Therapy
St. John Fisher College
St. Joseph’s Villa
The Norman Howard School
Rochester Rehabilitation Center, Inc.
Rochester Institute of Technology
William E. Simon Graduate School of 

Business – University of Rochester
University of Rochester Medical Center

prominently feature a panoramic vista of
the rolling meadows, horse pastures and
barn at the EquiCenter’s newly acquired
William and Mildred Levine Ranch.  The
EquiCenter bench will be on display
throughout the summer at the newly 
renovated Pittsford Dairy in Pittsford,
New York.  At the end of the summer, 
the benches will be auctioned off to the
highest bidders. 

Come out and support EquiCenter 
programs again at the 2010 Mackenzie-
Childs Fall Festival on Sunday, October 10th.

GUYS NIGHT OUT 
AT THE LODGE AT
MIDTOWN
Midtown Athletic Club hosted 170 men at
their lodge featuring poolside fun, contests
and an EquiCenter demonstration on June
2nd in support of EquiCenter programs.
Approximately $2,500 was raised through
admission sales and a raffle.  Many thanks
to Midtown and its members for planning
this highly successful fundraiser.  Stay
tuned for more entertaining Midtown-
EquiCenter events!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John D’Amanda
Partner, Chamberlain D’Amanda, 
Oppenheimer & Greenfield

John Bartholomew, Sr.
Bartholomew Health Care Group

Jonathan Friedlander
President and CEO,
EquiCenter, Inc.

Stacy Brown Friedlander
Director of Programming, 
EquiCenter, Inc.

Howard R. Jacobson
Managing Partner, 
Dixon Schwabl 

Julie Levine
Parent Advocate 

Stuart MacKenzie
Parent Advocate

Elizabeth R. McAnarney, MD
Professor and Chair Emerita
Department of Pediatrics
Golisano Children's Hospital

Daniel M. Meyers
President, Al Sigl Center

ADVISORY BOARD
Major General John Batiste
U.S. Army (Retired)
President, Klein Steel Service, Inc.

Joseph Best
Therapeutic Riding Participant
Continuing Developmental Services

Barry Brown, VMD
Founder/owner, Canfield Vet

Andrew M. Deubler
VP, Chief Operating Officer
Georgetown University Medical Center

Ann Dwyer, DVM
Founder/owner
Genesee Valley Equine Clinic, LLC

Alan Illig
Retired Partner
Harter Secrest & Emery LLP

Douglas W. Phillips
Senior Vice President
Institutional Resources
University of Rochester

William B. Reynolds III
Captain U.S. Army (Retired)
Therapeutic Riding Participant

Robert Rice, MS, ABSS
Mental Health Counseling Program
St. John Fisher College

Dennis M. Richardson
President and CEO 
Hillside Family of Agencies

James C. Tedford
Past President, 
Humane Society at Lollypop Farm

Susan Traniello
Former Therapeutic Riding Participant
MS Society
Alan W. Valoris, CPA-PFS
Gordon & Chodak CPA’s, P.C.

Robert Wayland-Smith
Retired, JP Morgan Chase

Alexander D. Williams
Executive Director, 
UBS Private Wealth Management

HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD
Kate G. Ackerman, MD
Assistant Professor of Pediatric &
Biomedical Genetics
Division of Critical Care Medicine
Golisano Children's Hospital

William H. Bowen, BDS, PhD
Grant Specialist
Member of the Institute of Medicine
National Academy of Sciences

Philip W. Davidson, PhD
Professor, Department of Pediatrics
Past Director, Strong Center for
Developmental Disabilities
Golisano Children's Hospital

Anne B. Francis, MD, FAAP
Elmwood Pediatric Group

Elmar H. Frangenberg, MD
Medical Director, CP Rochester
Professor of Neurology, 
University of Rochester Medical Center 

Tiffany Hilton, DrPT
Assistant Professor, School of Health
Sciences and Human Performance
Ithaca College

Richard E. Kreipe, MD
Professor, Department of Pediatrics
Division of Adolescent Medicine
Golisano Children's Hospital
Medical Director, Western NY
Comprehensive Care Center for Eating
Disorders

John A. Love, MS PT NCS
Bright Start Pediatric Services
and Ontario ARC

Elizabeth R. McAnarney, MD
Professor and Chair Emerita
Department of Pediatrics
Golisano Children's Hospital

Thomas McInerny, MD
Associate Chair for Clinical Affairs
Department of Pediatrics
Golisano Children's Hospital

Olle Jane Sahler, MD
Professor, Department of Pediatrics
Divisons of Oncology & Adolescent
Medicine
Golisano Children's Hospital

Stephen B. Sulkes, MD
Professor, Department of Pediatrics
Director, Strong Center for Developmental
Disabilities UCEDD
Golisano Children’s Hospital

Susan Taylor-Brown, PhD MPH ACSW
Clinical Professor, Department of Pediatrics
Golisano Children's Hospital
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